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Abandonment Law Clarified 

According to statutory abandonment provisions, if an animal is not picked up from the hospital within 14 days 
after the animal was due to be picked up, the animal is considered to be abandoned.  The veterinarian, if unable 
to find a new owner for the animal after trying for at least 10 days, may humanely destroy  the animal in 
compliance with the notice requirements and formalities of these sections of the Civil Code.  On the other hand, 
if there an attempt of the owner to physically retrieve the animal or otherwise contact the veterinary facility or 
give notice of intent to retrieve the animal within the 14 day period, the animal will not be considered 
abandoned. 

 

 

The Basics Of The Lien Law 

According to the State Board of Veterinary Examiners, the following facts about the lien law should help clear 
up misinterpretations or misunderstandings: 

• A doctor may keep an animal as a lien against money owed by a pet owner for services rendered by the 
veterinarian.  During this period of lien, the doctor may not charge the pet owner for food and board. 

• If the amount due for veterinary services has not been paid within 10 days after payment became due, the 
law authorizes the veterinarian to sell the animal by giving 10 days notice and not more than 20 days written 
notice. 

• The proceeds of the sale are to be applied to the discharge of the lien with the remainder going to the legal 
owner. The veterinarian cannot, under any circumstances, destroy or threaten to destroy the animal during 
this process. 

 

I have read and understood the above-mentioned law. 

 

Signature of Owner: Date:  

 


